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Texas Library and 
Historical 
Commission 


John P. Morgan, 


Chairman 
L. W. Kemp 


Walter E. Long 
Edmund Heinsohn 
Laura Aline Hobby 
Guy B. Harrison, Jr. 


“The Commission shall con- 
trol and administer the State 
Library .. . Mark historic 
sites and houses and secure 
their preservation ... Main- 
tain for the use and infor- 
mation of the members of 
the Legislature, the heads of 
the several State depart- 
ments and other citizens a 
section of the State Library 
for legislative reference and 
information” and to “give 
the members of the Legisla- 
ture such aid and assistance 
im the drafting of bills and 
resolutions as may be asked 
« « « Collect materials relating 
to the histery of Texas and 
the adjoining States, pre- 
serve, classify, and publish 
the manuscript archives and 
such other matters as it may 
deem proper, diffuse knowl- 
edge in regard to the history 
of Texas .. . Ald and en- 


eourage libraries and give 
advice to such personx “s 
contemplate the  establish- 


ment of public libraries, con- 
duct library institutes and en- 
courage library associations 

+ Establish and maintain 
in the State Library a rec- 
ords administration division 
which shall manage all public 
records of the State with the 
consent and co-operation of 
the heads of the various de- 
partments and institutions.” 


—From Texas statutes. 
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The Texas State Historical Survey Committee and 
Texas Historical Foundation 


George W. Hill 
Executive Director 


ASSIGNMENT 
GIVEN BY THE GOVERNOR AND THE FIFTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE 


The Governor of Texas and the Fif- 
ty-Third Legislature took recognition 
of the needs in the historical field in 
Texas and assumed the initiative to 
meet the needs in Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 44. The Resolution 
represented the crystallization of the 
thinking of many Texans who had long 
felt the lack of a statewide, state- 
sponsored program to supply leader- 
ship and co-ordination in the historic- 
heritage realm. 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 44 
provides for a Survey Committee to 
study the subject of the preservation 
and dissemination of the records of 


Miss Ima Hogg, Houston 

Mr. L. W. Kemp, Houston 

Mr. Stuart McGregor, Dallas 

Mr. John P. Morgan, Dallas 

Mrs. E. A. Peden, Houston 

Dr. R. N. Richardson, Abilene 

Dr. Carl Coke Rister, Lubbock (de- 
ceased—Mrs. L. E. Dudley of Abi- 
lene has been appointed to re- 
place him) 

Mr. Sidney Samuels, Fort Worth 

Mrs. Lane Taylor, San Antonio 

Col. C. R. Tips, Dallas 

Mrs. Lois Wakefield, Austin 

Mrs. Max Weinert, Seguin 

Mr. Robert C. Wells, Kingsville 
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Texas and Texans. The Survey Com- 

mittee of eighteen interested citizens 

appointed by the Governor in accord- 

ance with the Resolution is as follows: 

Judge James E. Wheat, Chairman, 
Woodville 

Mrs. Mike Butler, Austin 


The Fifty-Third Legislature in Sen- 
ate Concurrent Resolution No. 44 gave 
these assignments to the Texas State 
Historical Survey Committee: 


(1) Conduct a study to determine 

what is being done and what 
Mr. Millard Cope, Marshall needs to be done in the his- 
Bishop L. J. FitzSimons, Amarillo toric and heritage realm in Tex- 
Mr. J. Evetts Haley, Lubbock as. 





Editor's Note: George W. Hill has appeared before in TEXAS LIBRARIES. In 
the December 1953 issue he told how, as a county school superintendent, he ex- 
panded the school library in an effort to serve all the population of a county with- 
out public library service. 

Reproduced here as it was supplied to us by Mr. Hill is the main body of 
the Survey Committee Report to the Governor and the Fifty-Fourth Legisla- 
ture. This material is printed in its entirety (excluding the appendix) because 
of the comprehensive view it gives ef this new state program. The appendix 
is largely devoted to a detailing of matters covered in the main body of the Re- 
port. 

The Legislature has adjourned as this comes to press and it appears that 
all recommendations of the Survey Committee have been implemented in whole 
or in part by the Fifty-Fourth Legislature. 








(2) Form, if deemed advisable, a 
non-profit statewide historical 
foundation to act as a coordi- 
nating agency and to supply 
statewide leadership in the en- 
couragement and_ stimulation 
of historical activities. 


(3) Make a report to the Fifty- 
Fourth Legislature with appro- 
priate recommendations for the 
institution, continuation or ex- 
pansion of programs and poli- 
cies to carry out the aims of 
the Resolution. 





























The Texas State Historical Survey 
Committee convened in the State House 
of Representatives at Austin on No- 
vember 17, 1953 for its initial meet- 
ing. A large audience composed of the 
representatives of interested Texas 
agencies, institutions and organiza- 
tions, as well as individuals, was on 
hand to participate in or witness the 
inauguration of the program. Gov- 
ernor Allan Shivers charged the Com- 
mittee with its duties and elaborated 
upon the problems and possibilities for 
the Committee and the people of Tex- 
as. 






























































THE STUDY 














Implementation of the Study 








To implement the study, Subcommit- 
tees were created as follows: 














a. The Archives, Papers and Docu- 
ments Subcommittee 






















































































b. Fhe Parks Subcommittee 

ce. The Houses, Sites and Landmarks 
Subcommittee 

d. The Museums subcommiitee 

e. The Schools Subcommittee 

f. The Arts and Crafts Subcommittee 

g. The Finance Subcomm:ttee 

h. The Program Subcommittee 











The Subcommittees studied their spe- 
cial fields and assembled data and in- 
formation from wide sources. The ad- 
vice and counsel of specialists in the 
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various fields were sought. All peo 
ple interested were asked through the 
press, through organization channels, 
through the mails, and in meetings to 
furnish information and ideas. 


Several hundred agencies, organiza. 
tions and institutions of Texas of lo 
cal, sectional and statewide scope re 
plied to questionnaires requesting in. 
formation. 

Two statewide meetings were called 
by the Survey Committee where rep 
resentatives of various groups were 
asked to state problems and make sug- 
gestions. The Subcommittees and the 
whole Survey Committee held numer- 
ous meetings. 


Committee Reports 


All subcommittees have made reports 
to the whole Survey Committee, and 
these reports have been reviewed and 
approved. The need for further sur- 
vey effort is felt by some of the sub- 
committees. Some outstanding fea- 
tures found in these subcommittee re 
ports are reviewed below. 

a. The Archives, Papers and Docv- 
ments Subcommittee has: 


(1) assembled a list of the archives, 
libraries and museums of Texas that 
house valuable material, has _ listed 
some of their more important holdings, 
aud has recommended a survey of de 
positories of papers and documents in 
Texas 

(2) prepared suggestions to librari- 
ans and archivists for standardizing 
and improving procedures and recom- 
mended preparation of a general guide 
to manuscript collections in Texas 
(3) recommended a survey of Texas 
manuscript and documentary materials 
found in the National Archives and Li- 
brary of Congress and recommended 
the microfilming of these materials 
(4) recommended a survey of coul- 
ty records up to about 1910 and asked 
the microfilming of these records 
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(5) suggested that one of the major 
fields for paper and document collect- 
ing is that of industries and crafts 


(6) pointed to the need for a Texas 
Archives and Records Building. 


b. The Parks Subcommittee has 
worked in collaboration with the State 
Parks Board to determine major needs 
of the state historical parks. In most 
instances, it was pointed out, the parks 
are seriously handicapped because of 
lack of funds. The Subcommittee sug- 
gested that the Legislature and Incal 
sources should work together to fi- 
nance the parks. Greater development 
and utilization of historical resources 
represented by our state parks should 
be encouraged. The general public and 
school children particularly should be 
brought into this development. 


ec. The Houses, Sites and Landmarks 
Subcommittee has made a preliminary 
survey of known historic and architec- 
tural landmarks and a road map is to 
be prepared by an oil company indi- 
cating tours to these places. The prep- 
aration of bibliographies on restoration 
and preservation, the publication of 
pictorial brochures and the adoption of 
uniform markers for houses were rec- 
ommended. 


Other needs are: criteria for evalu- 
ating historical buildings and sites, as- 
sembling of photographs and drawings 
of historical buildings, county and com- 
munity preservation committees. Res- 
toration and preservation of landmarks 
are matters of local or regional inter- 
est and support, it was pointed out. 


d. The Museum Subcommittee has 
listed the historical museums of Texas 
under two heads: 


(1) Ten museums owned and operat- 
ed indirectly by the State of Texas 


(2) Twenty-seven museums not main- 
tained by the State. 
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Those listed as owned by the state 
are all at state colleges and universi- 
ties. Those not maintained by the state 
are operated by cities, colleges, patri- 
otic and historical societies or indi- 
viduals. Museums of history through- 
out Texas need financial aid and citi- 
zen support, interest and participation. 
Many carry on inadequate programs 
because of lack of money and the con- 
sequent lack of staff, equipment and 
space. 


e. The Schools Subcommittee recom- 
mended working with such groups as 
the individual school systems. Texas 
Education Agency, Texas State Teach- 
ers Association, Texas Congress of Par- 
ents and Teachers, Texas State His- 
torical Association, State Legislature 
and other groups for a more compre- 
hensive program of Texas history. Pro- 
motion of motion picture films, slides, 
television programs, libraries, pilgrim- 
ages and Junior Historian Clubs is con- 
templated. 


An active program of local Texas 
history where children will actually 
participate in historical research and&@ 
preservation is recommended. The Tex- 
as State Historical Survey Committee 
suggests the need of a law requiring 
a high school course in Texas history 
as a prerequisite to graduation, and at 
least one college course in American 
history as a prerequisite to graduation 
from all state-supported colleges and 
universities. 


f. The Arts and Crafts Subcommit- 
tee recommends an Index of Early Tex- 
as Arts and Crafts to be obtained by 
visiting collections in state and private 
museums and photographing or sketch- 
ing items and listing available infor- 
mation about them. The Index is to 
be divided into general divisions to 
show the impact of such influences as 
German, Spanish, and American. A 
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hunt for unknown items of early arts 
and crafts is also suggested. 
g. The Finance Subcommittee _re- 
ports that gifts, bequests and endow- 
ments of property will be accepted in 
accordance with the purposes of this 
program. Gifts are tax-exempt. Some 
money has been received; much more 
is needed to carry on the great under- 
taking. Some property has been of- 
fered. 

Financial needs fall under two main 
heads: 
(1) 
(2) 

The first need is the urgent one; 
the second will logically develop from 
the first. No state funds have been 
made available for this work. 
h. ‘The Program Subcommittee has 
had the responsibility of charting the 
course of the survey and arranging 
temporary quarters, facilities and per- 
sonnel for carrying on Committee func- 
tions. 


the state office and state staff 
development of major projects 


Reports from Agencies, Organizations 
and Anstitutions 


Inquiries were addressed to several 
hundred Texas organizations, agencies 
and institutions requesting the follow- 
ing information: 

(1) purpose and aims of your or- 
ganization, agency or institution 

(2) projects and activities now in 
progress 

(3) desirable projects and activities 
not mow being carried on. 

The results of this inquiry indicate 
a great and active interest in all fields 
of historical effort in many parts of 
the state. This portion of the survey 
has teen téken into account in the 
writing of this report and in the sub- 
committee reports. 

Represented in the reports to the 
Survey Committee were parks, schools, 
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libraries, museums, historical organj- 
zations and statewide organizations, 
agencies and institutions with a prj. 
mary interest in Texas history or with 
this history as a secondary interest. 


The need for coordination, leader. 
ship and services was also borne out 
in these reports. Much fruit of the 
efforts in the field is lost because there 
is no way of exchanging information 
and experiences with others with simi- 
lar problems. The lack of programs 
or adequate programs in many areas 
was noted. In many areas and locali- 
ties people need to be stimulated to 
an interest in their historical problems 
and need the know-how and inspiration 
that can come through touch with oth- 
ers in a statewide program. It is in- 
teresting to report that a number of 
groups have been stimulated by the 
survey to stir themselves to new inter- 
est and efforts in their areas or fields. 

A statewide organization index is 
being prepared which lists all organi- 
zations, their officers aud their pro- 
grams. The index will be used in es- 
tablishing and maintaining liaison with 
these grours. 


Reaction to the Study 


In touching virtually all groups and 
many individuals of Texas having an 
interest in historical affairs, it was 
found that they were almost universal 
in welcoming a statewide historical ef- 
fort. They demonstrated this interest 
through their attendance at statewide 
meetings called by the Survey Com- 
mittee, through their reports, through 
their letters and calls and through their 
newspapers. 

The Governor and the Legislature 
have been commended by national and 
state historical groups and publications 
for the inauguration of the program. 
A national magazine stated that “The 
establishment of the Texas Historical 
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Foundation is one of the most signifi- 
cant recent events in the preservation 
movement in this country.” 

Several other states have manifest- 
ed an interest in the Texas study with 
requests for copies of our plans. At 
least two states, Oregon and Rhode 
Island, are inaugurating programs sim- 
ilar to this one. 


THE TEXAS HISTORICAL 
FOUNDATION ORGANIZATION 


The Survey Committee has organized 
the Texas Historical Foundation in 
conformity with the authorization 
granted by the Fifty-Third Legislature 
in Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 
44, 

The Foundation has been chartered 
by the Secretary of State. The eight- 
een members of the Survey Committee 
are the incorporators of the Foundation 
and its first Board of Directors. 

The By-Laws of the Foundation pro- 
vide that in the January, 1955, meet- 
ing the eighteen Directors shall draw 
for terms with the terms of six Direc- 
tors expiring in January, 1957; six in 
January, 1959; and six in January, 
1961. Each two years beginning in 
1957 the Governor will appoint three 
Directors and three Directors will be 
elected by the organization members. 

Two types of memberships are cre- 
ated: One, the Foundation members 
who are the members of the Board and 
their successors; second, are the or- 
ganization members, consisting of one 
or more representatives from the re- 
spective organizations of the state in- 
vited to name members. 

An Executive Director was recently 
hamed and an office established. The 
Foundation is dependent upon dona- 
tions to meet administrative expenses. 


Purpose 


The Texas Historical Foundation is 
4 non-profit, state-wide foundation de- 
signed to act as a coordinating agency 
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and to supply leadership and encour- 
agement of such activities as: 

(1) preservation and designation of 
historic houses, sites and landmarks 
(2) preservation of important papers, 
documents and relics that record Texas 
life 

(3) publication and distribution of 
materials concerning Texas life and his- 
tory 

(4) school utilization of historic re- 
sources and participation of school 
children in reliving the days of Texas 
pioneers 

(5) knowledge of the significance of 
historical parks 

(6) use of the foundation by organi- 
zations, institutions, activities and in- 
dividuals as a clearinghouse for infor- 
mation concerning Texas life. 

(7) use of the facilities and leader- 
ship of the foundation in the develop- 
ment of historical resources in evefy 
locality of Texas. 


Policy 


“A non-profit, state wide historical 
foundation, to act as a coordinating 
agency and to supply state-wide lead- 
ership in the encouragement and stim- 
ulation of such activities . . .”— 
from the Joint Resolution of the Fifty- 
Third Legislature. 

“It is an assignment that will re- 
quire the cooperation of a great many 
persons and groups... . Maintenance 
of close liaison between this Committee 
and the various groups, associations, 
schools, anid clubs that are actively in- 
terested .... Will reassure these re- 
spective organizations that it is far- 
thest from the thoughts of those who 
initiated this study to halt or hamper 
any worthwhile project in the field of 
historical research and conservation .. . 

“The emphases in SCR 44 is definite- 
ly upon the possibilities of private and 
local financing rather than state appro- 
priations . .. It would be unfair and 
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untrue to say that the State of Texas 
is going to turn its back on its financial 
obligations in the historical realm. It 
would be equally misleading to as- 
sume that the State is ever going to 
be able to do the job alone .... In 
most instances the preservation of land- 
marks and historical sites is a proper 
matter for local initiative and control.” 
—from the November 17, 1953, ad- 
dress of Governor Allan Shivers inau- 
gurating the program. 


“The corporation is not organized 
for propaganda purposes and will not 
attempt to influence legislation or par- 
ticipate in political activities.’’—from 
the charter of the Texas Historical 
Foundation approved by the Secretary 
of State, January 19, 1954. 


The Foundation’s policy will be, 
whenever possible, to work through 
and with existing agencies, organiza- 
tions and institutions rather than to 
promote new organizations. This policy 
does not preclude the encouraging of 
conservation efforts in areas not now 
served by an organization, particularly 
at the local level. 


The Foundation considers as one of 
its obligations that of evaluating prob- 
lems and projects both as to histori- 
cal value and as to state-wide interest. 
It is the policy to encourage community 
interest in and development of pro- 
jects except where the project is one 
that clearly demands a broader ap- 
proach. 


The Foundation feels a particular 
obligation and desire to link the im- 
portant task of preserving historical 
records with the even more important 
work of translating those records into 
terms of increased respect, love and 
appreciation for the men and institu- 
tions they represent. To that end, it 
is the Foundation’s desire to obtain 
maximum participation of adults and 
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to enlist the active interest of oy 
young people in this work. 


Projects To Be Undertaken 





















Projects listed below have been tep- 19: 
tatively planned for sponsorship by the ™ 458¢! 
Foundation. Private or local funds his 
will be used. Some of these projects § AvpI 
will be carried out by the Foundation, § Prod 
but in other instances they will be ae. str 
complished through or with othe of 
groups. us 
SURVEYS e 
On-the-spot survey of: MAR 
Depositories of historical papers and Ado} 

documents in Texas. tic 
Texas manuscript and documentary ma- lai 

terials found in the National Archives § © 

and Library of Congress m 
Texas county records up to about 1910 § TRE! 
State historical parks Spor 
Historical houses, sites and landmarks a 
Museums st 
PUBLICATIONS ro 
Publication of: 

A general guide to manuscript collec- . 

tions in Texas . 
Guides to state parks showing histori- ‘ 

cal significance and points of inter- 

est pi 
Children’s literature on Texas history ‘ 

and heritage 
An Index of Early Texas Arts and P 

Crafts 
Bibliographies on restoration and pres 

ervation 
Pictorial brochures on historical hous- Col 

es, sites and landmarks His 
Road map showing historical houses, 
sites and landmarks of Texas Ste 
Newsletter publicizing Foundation and tin 
other historical activities and serv- en 





ing as medium of exchange of infor- 
mation on good practices for organi- 
zations, institutions, agencies ana in- 
dividuals of Texas 







RECORDS 
Microfilm Texas manuscript and doct- 
mentary materials found in the Na 
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tional Archives and Library of Con- 

gress 

Microfilm county records up to about 
1910 

Assemble photographs and drawings of 
historical buildings 

Avpio-VISUAL AIDS 

Produce motion pictures, slides, film- 

strips, television and radio programs 

of Texas places and Texas history for 

use by schools, organizations and in- 

dividuals 


MARKERS 
Adopt and install uniform identifica- 
tion markers for houses, sites and 


landmarks 

Coordinate or work with general state 
marker program 

TREKS AND PILGRIMAGES 

Sponsor, organize and publicize treks 
and pilgrimages to Texas historical 
shrines 


PRESERVATIONS AND RESTORATIONS 

Stimulate and assist local, area and 
state groups in their efforts to re- 
store, preserve and maintain houses, 


sites, landmarks, parks and mu- 
seums 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Stimulate and assist local, area and 


state groups in their efforts to im- 
prove their programs 


RECOMMENDATIONS AND 
OBSERVATIONS FOR THE 
LEGISLATURE 
Continuation of the Texas State 

Historical Survey Committee 

It is recommended that the Texas 
State Historical Survey Committee cort- 
tinue to operate during the next bi- 
ennium. This recommendation is based 
upon the following facts: 

(1) The study requested in Senate 
Concurrent Resolution No. 44 is far 
from complete although the members 
of the Survey Committee and many 
others have devoted considerable time 
to it. Much has been accomplished to 
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date as this report will indicate. A 
more intensive study of some aspects 
needs to be made. 

(2) As a state instrumentality the 
Texas State Historical Survey Commit- 
tee can implement the marker program 
(covered under the second general rec- 
ommendation) if it is the desire of 
the Legislature. 


(3) Maintenance of a tie between 
the Texas Historical Foundation and 
the state government is desirabie and 
is made possible through the Texas 
State Historical Survey Committee. The 
prestige of a state-sponsored program 
is an important consideration. The 
state is the only agency that can truly 
coordinate and represent all groups. 


(4) The Texas State Historical Sur- 
vey Committee can perform a function 
for the Texas Historical Foundation 
similar to the relationship the Uni- 
versity Development Board bears to 
the University of Texas. For a small 
sum invested in administrative expense, 
huge sums for the development of our 
historical resources can be realized. 
This assistance can be especially valua- 
ble during the first two years of the 
life of the Texas Historical Foundation. 
Markers 

It is recommended that a state mark- 
er program be inaugurated to give di- 
rection and coordination to this far- 
flung activity. 

The following activities should come 
under this program: 

(1) Provision of markers to the 
memory of Texas Revolutionary and 
Texas Confederate soldiers as contem- 
plated in the recent amendment to the 
Texas Constitution. 

(2) The maintenance, repair and 
relocation in some instances of markers 
and monuments erected by the Texas 
Centennial Commission. The deplorable 
condition of many of the markers and 
monuments, the fact that nothing has 
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been appropriated for their upkeep since 
their erection in Texas Centennial Days 
and road changes, erosion of streams 
and impending inundation make pro- 
tection of the State’s original invest- 
ment highly important. 


(3) The erection of 
historical distance markers on the 
highways and in highway roadside 
parks. Such an undertaking would 
necessarily have to fit into the pro- 
gram of the State Highway Depart- 
ment. 

(4) The extensive program of 
marking historical houses, sites and 
landmarks contemplated by the Texas 
State Historical Survey Committee and 
Texas Historical Foundation at no cost 
to the state. (This will not duplicate 
any of the efforts listed above.) 


appropriate 


Texas Records and Archives Building 


We should like to call attention to 
the urgent need for a Texas Archives 
and Records Building. Such neighbor- 
ing states as Colorado, Kansa8 and 
Oklahoma already have erected im- 
posing structures of this kind. If the 
large volume of state and county rec- 
ords and of other kinds of priceless 
literary remains are properly housed, 
protected and made accessible for fu- 
ture research needs, such a building 
is needed. 


A commodious fireproof and proper- 
ly equipped building with research fa- 
cilities would be in keeping with the 
state’s praiseworthy heritage. 
ent, the Texas State Archives is not 
properly housed and conditioned to 
meet the needs of growing accessions 


At pres- 


and research, although the present 
floor space allowed in the Highway 
Building is more commodious than the 
former State Capitol depository. The 
Texas State Historical Survey Commit- 
tee believes that such concrete state 
assistance would greatly encourage pa- 
triotic Texas citizens who are now 
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working under handicaps to collect an 
preserve our literary remains. 


Historical Parks 


(1) Attention is invited to the q 
nancial needs of individual state 
torical parks as set out by the 
State Parks Board and the Texas Sif 
Historical Survey Committee in the® 
report contained in the Appendix. : 

The Texas State Parks Board 
been unable to solve some of the 
lems of the historic parks under 
supervision due to a lack of funds. 
Parks Board feels that it has done 
best it could with what it received 
takes the position that if an area iso 
sufficient historic importance to be 
made a state park, it should have direst 
appropriations for adequate care, pe 
licing and instructional material. 

(2) This Committee suggests that 
a study be made of all State historical 
parks and that an estimate be made of 
requirements to put them in good order 
and the cost thereof. 

It is suggested that by classifying the 
historical parks in accordance with 
their general interest and in making 
recommendations as to state and local 
support a greater sense of local public 
responsibility can be aroused. 


Teaching of Texas History and Ameti- 
can History in the Schools and Colleges 


The Texas State Historical Survey 
Committee suggests the need of 2 
law requiring a high school course il 
Texas history as a prerequisite to grad- 
uation, and at least one college course 
in American history as a prerequisite 
to graduation from all state-supported 
colleges and universities. 

Such courses should emphasize the 
American system of free enterprise, 
the inherent values of our Americal 
way of life, the rights and dignity of 
the individual, the sanctity of the Con 
stitution and the Bill of Rights, and 

(Continued on page 136) 
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The Cooke County Free Library 
Mrs. Carrie R. Hudspeth 
Acting Librarian 


Cooke County Free Library, the sec- 
ond oldest county library in the State of 
Texas, is housed in a two-story brick 
building that was constructed ih 
Gainesville under a Carnegie grant in 
1914. Through a process of renovation 
of the interior of the building in 1954 
the drab brown ceilings were changed 
to a light cream color and the darker 
brown walls became a shade of cool, 
soft green. Florescent lighting was in- 
stalled to replace the dim lights of 
ancient design. 

The main entrance leads to the sec- 
ond floor where one finds the reading 
room, the reference department and 
bookstock for adults, the garden cen- 
ter collection, the main charging 
desk, the office and the workroom. On 
the first floor the youth of the county 
find their own department containing 
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books and periodicals to fill the needs 
of the pre-school children and of those 
in the grades through junior high 
school. Here they have access to their 
own reference department, card cata- 
log, reading room and picture collec- 
tion. Boy Scouts have their own nook 
in this department and a move is under 
way to establish a collection to supple- 
ment the existing material for Girl 
Scouts. 


Boy Scouts make a constant use of 
the collection of books and pamphlets 
provided for them. A member of the 
library staff acts as counselor for the 
boys in their activities for merit badg- 
es in reading and bookbinding. Girl 
Scout and Brownie troops are brought 
periodically by their leaders to the 
library for instruction in the use of 
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Mrs. Hudspeth at the loan desk 


Periodical section of reading room 
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Young people’s department; Mrs. Neely at desk 


the library, the care of books and as- 
sistance in their badge activities in 
literature. 

All schools in the county may avail 
themselves of a special loan of books 
for classroom use. Each teacher has 
the privilege of borrowing a collection 
of books fer a period of six weeks and 
may exchange the books at the end of 
this time. Teachers of primary grades 
in Gainesville make semiannual excur- 
sions to the library with their classes 
to encourage early habits in the use of 
the library. 

Garden clubs of the city have pooled 
their books, pamphlets and periodicals 
with those belonging to the library to 
build a collection that is adequate to 
Serve the community needs in horti- 
culture, flower arrangement and con- 
servation. 


The total bookstock is approximately 
27,000 books, with about 7,000 of this 
number making up the juvenile collec- 
tion. The library subscribes to ninety- 
three periodicals and has eight gift 
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subscriptions. There are 7,113 active 
patrons registered at the main library. 
Remote areas in the county are served 
by deposit stations. 

Eight deposit stations are main- 
tained in rural communities. Six of 
these stations are housed in homes and 
two of them are kept in postal sub- 
stations. Each station is sent a choice 
of three magazine subscriptions each 
year. Custodians of these stations ren- 
der a free service to their communities. 
Books are exchanged quarterly by the 
library staff. A branch library for 
Negroes is housed in their school 
building in Gainesville. 

The total circulation for 1954 was 
46,021. Of this number 21,147 was in 
the juvenile deartment, 1,310 was to 
schools and 4,417 to stations. A total 
of 4,104 periodicals was distributed 
from the main library during the year. 
The staff consists of three full-time 
employees: Mrs. Beulah Nugent, Mrs. 
Cora Neely and Mrs. Carrie R. Huds- 
peth. 
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How Libraries Cooperate 
The Indiana State Library Extension Division BULLETIN, April 1955 carries 


the following item on library cooperation. 


The following is quoted by permis- 
sion from a letter from Meredith Bloss, 
Assistant City Librarian of the Mil- 
waukee Public Library. Mr. Bloss is 
describing an informal arrangement 
consisting of a verbal agreement be- 
tween the city librarian and the village 
manager of the town of Shorewood: 


“This library supplies Shorewood 
catalog cards for a token fee, covering 
the cost of duplicating the cards. 
These books are selected by the Shore- 
wood librarian, under our contract for 
service to municipalities within the 
county, which has been in effect since 
1915. This is a per circulation contract 
covering both books borrowed by sub- 
urban residents from units of the MPL 
system and books placed in suburban 
libraries from MPL stock. At the pres- 
ent time, the Shorewood Public Library 
receives all of its current accessions 
under this arrangement. They are ac- 
quired, processed, cataloged and sent 
to that library for whatever period of 
time the Shorewood librarian finds 
them useful and then returned to MPL 
stock. 


“‘As to the success of the venture, we 
feel it is a step in the right direction 
towards cooperative action by unit li- 


braries in order to meet some techni- 
cal processing problems. Miss Flynn, 
the Shorewood librarian, has advised 
us frequently that she finds the ar- 
rangement very satisfactory on a num- 
ber of counts. She has a minimum 
staff: herself and one assistant. Being 
relieved of cataloging and processing 
work, she is enabled to spend more 
time with the public service. She also 
finds it quite stimulating and helpful 
to sit in with our staff and share in the 
book selection discussions and to con- 
fer informally from time to time for 
advice and counsel with our processing 
staff people, a dividend for her which, 
of course, is not covered in any of the 
agreement, but which we are glad to 
do. As she has pointed out to me, 
and as is probably evident, this sharing 
of library information and participa- 
ting in a larger picture is one of the 
very real benefits of coop2rative action 
as far as the librarian of the smaller 
unit library is concerned. On the oth- 
er hand, of course, some librarians in 
the smaller units feel that they would, 
if they participated in this kind of ac- 
tivity, be swallowed up or be over- 


whelmed by the larger system. Actual- 
ly, this has not proven to be the case.” 





New Handbook for 
Non-Book Materials 


Non-Book Library Materials by Vir- 
ginia Clarke, librarian of the North 


Texas Laboratory School and supervisor 
of practice work in library service, car- 
ries the subtitle: ‘ta handbook of pro- 
cedures for a uniform and simplified 
system of handling audio-visual aids, 
a vertical file, and other non-book ma- 
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terials in the school library.’ This 
book describes methods developed in 
the Laboratory School Library and 
deals with the problems of organiz- 
ing, indexing, and circulating vertical 
file materials, posters, maps, film- 
strips, motion pictures, slides, stereo- 
grams, phonograph records, pictures, 
etc. 


The original basic plan was described 
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briefly in the article “Now, Just One 
Place to Look,” Library Journal, vol. 
73, no. 16, pp. 1233-1236, September 
15, 1948. Further simplifications and 
consolidations in the system developed 
since the publication of the Journal 
article have resulted in the revised 
plan described in this book. Sample 
cards illustrate solutions to all the 
major cataloging problems encoun- 


tered during the seven years the sys- 
tem has been in effect. 

Lithographed recently at the North 
Texas State College Print Shop, Non- 
Book Library Materials is now avail- 
able for general distribution at pro- 
duction cost: $1.50 per copy. It may 
be ordered from the Laboratory School 
Library, North Texas State College, 
Box 5465 NT Station, Denton, Texas. 


aw Cin the See 


The Brazoria County Li- 
brary attracted much fa- 
vorable attention to it- 
self with its display honoring Armed 
Forces Day in the old courthouse dur- 
ing the latter part of May. Called 
“Wars of the U. S. A.,’”’ the exhibit in- 
cluded interesting books on all our 
country’s wars. The personal experi- 
ence and expert commentary type 
books, and biography formed the bulk 
of the display with a few novels 
thrown in for good measure. An eye- 
catching group of photographs depict- 
ing various phases of life in the armed 
forces was included. 


ANGLETON 


The role of the library in 
adult education was exam- 
ined at the annual confer- 
ence of the Texas Council for Adult 
Education held in Austin June 9-10. 
The library was one of three agencies 
—the other two being public schools 
and extension services—discussed by 
representatives of organizations carry- 
ing on adult education activities. 


AUSTIN 


Sam Whitten of The University of 
Texas addressed the group prior to a 
panel discussion on libraries led by Dr. 
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Alexander Frazier, assistant superin- 
tendent of the Houston Fublic Schools. 
Panel members were TLA President- 
elect Mrs. Margaret Hoyal of the Kil- 
gore Public Library, Katherine Ard of 
the Montgomery County Library, Mar- 
garet Goodrich of the West Texas 
American Heritage Project, Mary Rice 
of the Austin Public Library, Frederica 
E. Killgore of the Package Loan Li- 
brary, and Emilie Netter of the San 
Antonio Public Library. 


Mrs. Hoyal also appeared on the 
“roundup” panel summarizing the two- 
day program along with Dr. Robert L. 
Sutherland of the Hogg Foundation, 
R. N. Dyer of Humble Oil and Refining 
Company, Raymond W. Phipps of the 
Houston Public Schools, and Dr. W. 
N. Williamson of Texas A & M. 


Jo Battle, librarian of the 
BORGER Carson-Hutchinson County 

Library was recently chosen 
Woman of the Week in Borger. Miss 
Battle was chosen for the honor be- 
cause of her professional and civic ac- 
tivities. She was the fourth woman in 
Borger to be given the honor. 

































+ 











McCulloch County’s new F. M. (Buck) Richards Memorial Library, Brady 


McCulloch County and Brady 
BRADY dedicated the new F. M. 

(Buck) Richards Memorial 
Library May 22 with Texas Land Com- 
missioner Earl Rudder speaking on 
“Significance of the F. M. (Buck) 
Richards Memorial Library.’’ Mrs. M. 
N. Williamson, library board chair- 
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man, spoke on ‘“‘Honor to Whom Honor 
is Due.’ The library was dedicated by 
Reverend Roy May, pastor of the First 
Methodist Church. Others on the pro 


gram were Karl K. Stefftness singing § 


“Bless This House,” accompanied by 
the Rev. Thomas Brower, pastor of 
the Brady Presbyterian Church; inve 
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minister 
and 


cation by Forrest O. Miller, 
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church; 
penediction by Rev. Mr. Brower. Mrs. 
William L. Jackson, former Brady 
High School librarian, is now librarian. 
Carnegie Library’s new book- 
mobile was put into service 
May 28 with an “Open 
House” on Main Street. The vehicle, 
a former school bus, was converted for 
its present use in the county school bus 
shops under the supervision of County 
Superintendent W. D. Bunting. Painted 
an official Bryan green like other city 
yehicles, it bears the inscription in 
white, “Carnegie Library Bookmobile, 
City of Bryan.’’ The interior is cream 
with built-in book shelves painted a 
light green. 


BRYAN 


Present plans call for regular stops 
at various county schools plus at least 
six county community stops and a few 
city shopping area stops. There have 
been requests for the bookmobile’s 
services outside the county but no such 
plans can be made for the present. 


Librarian Mrs. A. W. Melloh has an- 
nounced that Mrs. Olga Cech will be 
bookmobile librarian. 


The Burnet County Com- 
BURNET missioners Court has insti- 

tuted two desirable new 
practices at the Burnet County Free 
Library. They are a travel fund for 
paying the librarian’s expenses to pro- 
fessional meetings and workshops, and 
a vacation for the librarian. Former 
Librarian Edwin Sue Goree explained 
to the court the need for the changes 
and Judge Joe D. Evans and the com- 
missioners unanimously approved. Mrs. 
George Weaver is librarian. 


The Montgomery County Li- 
brary Board is planning a 
new building which has 
been made possible by the new law al- 
lowing counties to float bond issues for 
library capital expenditures. The law 
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will become effective September 6; 
meanwhile the board is getting an opin- 
ion on whether it would be legal for 
petitions to be circulated in the county 
prior to the effective date of the law. 


The Coastal Bend 
Library Associa- 
tion elected Lewis 
Maloney chairman at a dinner meeting 
May 5. Maloney is on the staff of Texas 
A & I at Kingsville, and is also current- 
ly serving as chairman of TLA’s pub- 
licity committee. Other officers elected 
were Mrs. Mary Boyva, vice-chairman, 
and Mrs. Sarah Davis, secretary-treas- 
urer. 


CORPUS CHRISTI 


Mrs. Mabel Stoltz became bookmo- 
bile librarian at La Retama Piiblic Li- 
brary on June 1. She formerly was 
with the Rosenberg Public Library. She 
replaced Mrs. Sylvia Hunt, a library 
employee for the past three years who 
resigned because of poor health. 


Bill Holman will be- 
come librarian of the 
Rosenberg Library Au- 
gust 1, succeeding C. Lamar Wallis who 
will become director of the Richmond, 
Virginia public library system July 1. 
Holman has been librarian of Pan 
American College since 151. He had 
served as circulation librarian at the 
University of Kansas for a year after 
getting bachelor and master degrees in 
library science from the universities of 
Oklahoma and Illinois respectively. The 
Pan American Library serves as city 
library for Edinburg and provides serv- 
ice for other areas in Hidalgo County. 


GALVESTON 


The Greenville Public 
Library added a new 
position to its staff 
June 1 when Jane Pool assumed the 
post of children’s librarian. Miss Fool 
has been librarian of Crockett Ele- 
mentary School in Wichita Falls for 
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the past two years. She graduated 
from North Texas State College with a 
major in library science in 1953. 
















































A program planning 
PANHANDLE workshop’ was held 
May 13 under. the 


sponsorship of the Carson-Hutchinson 
County Regional Library. With Libra- 


In the past few months thousands of 
school children all across America have 


participated in a program that is of 
particular interest to Texas. It was 
the Roy Rogers “What the Alamo 


Means to Me” contest. Sponsored joint- 
ly by General Foods and the Roy Rog- 
ers Enterprises, the contest attracted 
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First prize in boys division, 


| OAS of i Gre On] 


rian Jo Battle as director and Texas 
Tech Librarian Ray C. Janeway a 
specialist the program included morp. 
ing sessions on ‘‘Why have a Yearbook” 
and “Techniques of Preparing a Year. 
book,”’ and an afternoon discussion op 
types of programs and prégram re 
sources. Thirty-two club leaders of the 
area registered for the meeting. 


What the Alamo Means to Me 


unusually wide-spread interest in every 
part of the United States. Any child 
between the ages of six and twelve 
years was eligible to enter his or her 
essay in one hundred words or less on 
the subject ‘‘What the Alamo Means to 
Me.”’ 

For sometime now, the nation’s eyes 


David Richard, Ramer, Tenn. 
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have been on Texas, especially the 
prighter, younger eyes, because David 
Crockett sleeps here. The Roy Rogers 
national contest served to point up to 
the school children of the nation the 
meaning and significance of the shrine 
of Texas liberty. 

It was surprising to all the adults 
who handled the contest how much in- 
formation the youngsters had absorbed 
about the Alamo. Entries for the con- 
test poured into hundreds of television 
stations across the land. Each station 
selected several of the best entries and 
forwarded them to the Texas State His- 
torical Association which had been 





chosen to judge the contest. Under the 
supervision of Dr. H. Bailey Carroll, of 
The University of Texas, each entry 
was carefully studied by a series ‘of 
judges, following the same routine that 
the association uses each year in judg- 
ing the Junior Historian contest papers 
—a statewide contest sponsored by the 
Texas State Historical Association. 

Dean Harry Ransom of The Univer- 
sity of Texas and Dr. Seymour V. Con- 
nor of the Texas State Library were the 
final judges. Dean Ransom selected 
one boy winner and one girl winner 
from each of six sections cf the coun- 
try; from these, Dr. Connor selected the 


First prize in girls division, Barbara Wagner, Hanover, Pa. 
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grand winner for the boys and the 
grand winner for the girls. Each of 
the regional winners with his (or her) 
parents or sponsors was flown to San 
Antonio to spend a week absorbing the 
atmosphere of the cradle of Texas lib- 
erty and to attend the Roy Rogers 


World Championship Rodeo—the ini 
rodeo ever to be telecast. 


Ly 


‘3 
v3 
2 


By permission of the Texas 
Historical Association and the m 
ers of the contest, TExAS LIBRARIES js 
printing herewith the grand winnet, 
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(Continued from page 126) 


the encouragement of good sound gov- 
ernment along with the guarantee to 
the individual of the fruits of his la- 
bets in keeping with his abilities. 
College and university students dis- 
close a woeful lack of knowledge of 
American history and of the history of 
their own state. The tragic incide.ts 
of the present seem to prove that a 
broad knowledge of our historical back- 
ground is not only the mark of a well- 
educated mn capable of taking his 
place in the world today, but is essen- 
tial to an understanding, an apprecia- 
tion, and the perpetuity cf our !iberty 
and the American way of life. Many 
states require by law courses in Ameri- 
ean history as prerequisites for all de- 
grees in state-supported colleges and 
universities. Such institutions as the 
University of Texas now require a 
course in American history for all de- 
grees in all its branches. 
Tax Exemption for Historical Property 
It recommended that historical 
sites and landmarks acquired, restored 
and maintained bv historical orgaaiza- 
tions chartered by the state be exempt 
from taxation. 
Tourist Travel and Our History 
It is respectfully suggested that prop- 
development and publicity of our 
great history will increase tourist travel 


is 


er 


to Texas and thereby more than pay 
for any investment we make in @ 
shrines. Using statistics recently com 
piled by the Texas Highway Depart 
ment, $7.53 per person per day is spéat 
by tourists in Texas. There were 
573,000 out-of-state visitors in valk 
last year. {ff we could interest theme 
tourists to remain in Texas just one 
more day because of visits to historical 
sites, it would mean $53,412,369 per 
year to Texas. 

Conclusion 


od 


The Committee considers it a prive 
lege to serve Texas in th2 conducting 
of this study and the preparation @ 
this report. The interest, thought and 
work given to our historical treasures 
by many people and many groups n 
this connection justizy the attention the 
Governor of Texas and the State Legit 
lature have focused on our heritage. ~ 

The Committee feels that much te 
mains to be done in this realm for 
Texas. Time is of the essence. Delay 
is fatal. We proud heritage 
Our history is incorporated in the ai 
nals of six nations and holds the at 
chives and records of an independent 
Republic. Texans need to stir them 
selves to greater action in keeping with 
this heritage. 


have a 











